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Other contenders, without a realistic chance to win, include Guy Verhofstadt for the Liberals, José Bové and Ska Keller for the 

Greens and Alexis Tsipras for the far left.  

European Institutional Changes in 2014: 
 

Potential Impact on the ICT Industry 
 

rom 22-25 May 2014, EU voters will go 

to the polls to elect 751 Members of 

the European Parliament (MEPs) and 

decide the direction of Europe for the 

next five years. In November, a new 

College of Commissioners is scheduled 

to take office, and a new President of the 

European Council will be appointed on 1 

December 2014.  

This institutional transition is unlikely to be business 

as usual due to continued economic and political 

uncertainty across Europe. The 2008 economic crisis 

continues to affect Europe, and although EU leaders 

prevented a collapse of Europe’s single currency, they 

did so at great cost to public finances. Real growth 

and job creation still seems out of reach, and public 

confidence in the EU has been shaken. 

This difficult political and economic context may be 

driving voters towards left-wing and right-wing 

Eurosceptic movements. These parties could win a 

quarter of the next Parliament’s seats, with the “far-

left” possibly becoming the third largest parliamentary 

group, ahead of the centrist liberals. For the first time, 

populist parties, such as the French Front National 

and the Dutch PVV, may secure enough seats to form 

a new parliamentary group, while the existing EFD 

group (where UKIP sits) is likely to grow. 

An increase in Eurosceptic and populist MEPs does 

not automatically equate to increased influence 

however. The institutional set-up skews influence in 

favour of big political groups. Furthermore, in 

previous parliaments, MEPs from non-mainstream 

parties have tended to be less present in policy 

discussions and less engaged on the full range of 

dossiers, focusing instead on specific party priorities.  

An important novelty of this election is that most parties have proposed a candidate for the President of the 

European Commission to succeed José Manuel Barroso. This has been positioned as an effort to increase voters’ 

interest in the elections. They hope that, for the first time, the composition of the new European Parliament will 

determine who will lead the next European Commission. However, while the European Council is now obliged to 

consider the elections to the European Parliament, it is still their sole prerogative to appoint the leader they prefer. 

The lead contenders are the candidates put forward by the two largest political parties: Martin Schulz (DE), for the 

Party of European Socialists, and Jean-Claude Juncker (LU) for the European People’s Party
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European Commission should be known around mid-July and Member States will then propose candidates for the 
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various Commission portfolios. Though Commissioners swear to represent the EU’s interests rather than their home 

states’, it still matters which portfolio ends up with which Member State, and the Commissioner’s importance 

depends on his or her portfolio. The candidates will then need to be approved by the European Parliament during the 

public hearings in September. These are not a foregone conclusion and in the past, candidates have been withdrawn or 

their portfolios changed. 

 

Up to half of the next Parliament’s MEPs are expected to be new, and only a few of the 

current Commissioners are likely to remain for a new term. Brussels will see new heroes 

(and anti-heroes) as well as the return of current players. How likely are these changes to 

impact the ICT and tech agenda moving forward? APCO’s predictions follow below. >> 

 

How can the EU institutional shift impact the tech industry? 

Technology has become an increasingly political issue at both EU and Member State level, spurred by the NSA surveillance 

revelations that shed light on the important challenges policymakers face to regulate a fast-growing industry and address 

growing consumer concerns including privacy and cyber security in the era of cloud computing, Big Data and the Internet 

of Things. Overall, this increased politicisation of information and communications technology (ICT) issues at the EU level 

suggests that regulatory pressure on the tech sector will remain high. Finding the right balance between the protection 

of consumers in the digital age and the need to foster digital innovation will continue to be an important challenge 

for EU policymakers. 

A number of important, current and upcoming, ICT-related regulatory issues will need to be addressed by the new EU 

institutions. In this context, who ends up where (i.e. who will be appointed Digital Agenda, Justice or Internal Market 

Commissioner, or Chair of the key Parliament Committees) will have a significant impact. The departure of important 

Commission figures, such as Viviane Reding, does not mean that their legacy or approach will not carry on in the next 

Commission. Martin Selmayr, Reding’s former Head of Cabinet, has joined Jean-Claude Juncker’s campaign. If Juncker 

becomes the next President of the Commission, then Selmayr is expected to play an influential role in the next legislature. 

A number of novelties in the law-making process are to be expected this year. First, a change of voting rules in the Council 

(which represents the governments of the Member States) will apply as of 1 November 2014 that will make it more 

difficult for Member States to block or put on hold important legislation because the threshold for blocking votes will be 

harder to reach. This means there may be more room for the European Commission and Parliament to push forward an 

ambitious agenda on digital issues as long as some Member States agree. Second, due to the predicted shrinkage of 

major parties and the increase of more radical ones, the discussion in and with the new European Parliament are likely to 

become more polarised and, therefore, lengthier. Overall, the EU elections will pose some degree of burden for the 

industry because a number of existing relationships with decision-makers will be severed and forced to be re-established 

with the new policymakers.   

Finally, there are ongoing discussions about how digital issues should be managed by the European Commission services. 

In a recent paper, the European think tank European Policy Center (EPC) proposes to create a new structure in which 

existing portfolios could be grouped thematically. They believe that digital issues should be grouped with Research, 

Innovation and Science; Industry and Entrepreneurship; and Transport all led by a Commissioner/Vice-President for 

Growth. A structural change affecting DG CONNECT would still have an important impact on the ICT industry. At the same 

time, the failure of the European Council to cap the number of Commissioners (as envisaged in the Lisbon Treaty) may 

lead to the portfolio being sliced into many pieces at a time when the sector is rapidly converging.    



 

 

Key challenges and opportunities for the ICT and tech sector  

What are the political priorities in regards to digital issues? Who is leaving and who is staying? And how will this impact 

current and future ICT policy and legislation? 

  

a. Political priorities: ICT and digital issues in European Political Parties’ manifestos 

Thanks to its relevance since the financial crisis, financial services have earned a spot on the manifestos of the 

major political parties at the European level. Here are some excerpts from each party’s stance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR) have not published an EU electoral manifesto. However, 

looking at the UK Conservative Party manifesto, it is clear that the group’s main goal in the digital field is the creation of 

a real Digital Single Market so technology entrepreneurs in Tech City and beyond can sell their products and services 

across Europe. 

 

b. Legislation: ICT- related policy issues on the agenda of the new institutions 

The new European Parliament will inherit some of the most important current digital legislative initiatives which have not 

been finalised under the current legislature. 

 The current Parliament made significant progress 

in approving the EU Data Protection Regulation, 

the Telecom Single Market Regulation (which 

aims to protect net neutrality and ban roaming 

charges) and the Network & Information 

Security (NIS) Directive (which deals with 

cybersecurity). No agreement was reached with 

the Council on these issues, which means the texts 

will have to go through trilogue with the new 

institutions.  

 In February 2014, the European Parliament also 

adopted a non-binding report on the NSA 

surveillance programme, establishing a Digital Bill 

of Rights that calls for the suspension of several 

EU-U.S. data transfer agreements (e.g. Safe 

Harbour, Terrorist Finance Tracking Program) and 

for the development of European IT solutions. 

MEPs, who have clearly pointed out the need to 

restore trust between the EU and the United States, 

may expect the new Commission members to 

endorse the Digital Bill of Rights that could have an 

important influence on future legislation in these 

 

The Socialists & 

Democrats (S&D) 

focus on “digital 

rights”, including 

access to 

broadband and 

data protection / 

privacy related 

issues. They also 

support a more 

concrete balance 

of interests 

between data 

protection, 

freedom of 

expression and 

security. 

The European 

People’s Party 

(EPP) strongly 

supports a Single 

Market in digital 

services, which “is 

central to the 

creation of new 

digital jobs." EPP is 

committed to 

investing in 

education, research 

and technology to 

foster the EU 

economy and the 

creation of high 

level digital services. 

The European 

Liberals (ALDE) 

believe that Europe 

should lead in data 

privacy and strive for 

a common 

cybersecurity policy. 

The party seems also 

in favour of an open 

Internet, fighting for 

the protection of net 

neutrality and 

creating a genuine 

single market in 

telecommunications. 

Green leaders are 

calling for better data 

protection rules and 

are putting emphasis 

primarily on the 

adoption of an EU 

digital bill of rights to 

protect privacy, 

personal data and net 

neutrality.  Their 

approach to 

copyright reform 

reveals a quasi-

legalisation of today’s 

approach to reuse of 

data. 



 

 

areas and, consequently, on the tech sector. The 

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) 

Committee will be particularly important in this 

debate. 

 The new legislature is also likely to address 

Internet broadcasting, copyright and related 

rights issues. While the current Commission will 

not propose new legislation to reform the 

Copyright Directive, it has made it clear that the 

preparation work they have conducted will inform 

the next Commission and the possible legislative 

next steps. The European Parliament, especially the 

Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) 

Committee, is likely to play an important role in 

this debate. Considering the pressure that the EP 

managed to exert when they voted the Anti-

Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) down, 

IPR-owners should expect to keep a close eye on 

regulatory developments in these areas.  

 

Cutting across both current and future Parliamentary Groups and Committees is an overwhelming support for H2020.  

Among all the question marks around future policy direction, it is highly unlikely that the agreed €70 billion earmarked 

for European R&D will be challenged, as they are key to European competitiveness, jobs and security: "Societal 

challenges" (health, climate action, energy, freedom, security), "Excellent science" (grants, training) and "Industrial 

leadership" (ICT, bio-tech, space). Structural and regional funding, also supported in the core political party manifestoes, 

will follow a similar pro-ICT vector. APCO’s Graham Meadows explains: 

  

“For businesses the upcoming transition means a political opportunity to table and seek to advance new, 

as well as existing, issues as the European Commission and Parliament focus on their ideas and priorities 

for the next five years. But alongside this political transition, the management of many policies and funds 

will go ahead.  Political change will not impact the pace or flow of funding to help create jobs as well as 

promote ICT enabled competitiveness.  We have been advising companies, of various size and origin, to 

use this transition wisely, namely, to consider whether they can profitably re-focus or re-organise 

resources around the multiple opportunities which are already apparent.” 

 

c. Decision makers: returning and non-returning “digital champions” in the EP 

Since nearly half of the next Parliament’s MEPs are 

expected to be new, there is an opportunity for 

companies to find and mobilise new champions; 

however, this also means farewell to some of the 

current known and experienced politicians. 

Key players for the ICT sectors who are running again 

and likely to win their seat again include the current 

chairman of the LIBE committee, Juan Fernando Lopez 

Aguilar (ES, S&D).  

Other influential members, such as the main privacy and 

data protection champions Jan Philipp Albrecht (DE, 

Greens), Claude Moraes (UK, S&D), Sophie In’t Veld 

(NL, ALDE) and Axel Voss (DE, EPP), are also very likely 

to be re-elected. On the contrary, Dimitrios Droutsas 

(EL, S&D), Rapporteur for the Data Protection Directive, 

is not seeking another term. 

In the ITRE committee, the current chairperson, Amalia 

Sartori (IT, EPP) is running again and is likely to be re-

elected. Other key members of the committee are likely 

to remain in place as well, such as Amelia 

Andersdotter (SE, Greens/Pirate Party), Pilar del 

Castillo Vera (ES, EPP) and Sean Kelly (UK, EPP).  

In IMCO, the chair Malcolm Harbour (UK, ECR), who 

has often adopted a balanced position towards 

consumer protection, will be leaving the European 

Parliament. However, Andreas Schwab (DE, EPP), 

Rapporteur for NIS Directive, is likely to return.  

Marietje Schaake (NL, ALDE), who is one of the key 

players on Internet governance and Net Neutrality, will 

stand for re-election and is likely to return. However, 

Marielle Gallo (FR, EPP), who has championed solid IP 

protection for rights-owners, has not been selected by 

her party in France to stand for re-election.  

 

  



 

 

Keeping up with the 2014 institutional changes 

 

APCO Worldwide’s Brussels team is providing constant news and analysis on the 2014 

European Parliament elections as well as the European Commission changeover on 

our Twitter feed - https://twitter.com/EPElections. Come join us to keep tabs of 

who is running again, what issues are flagged in campaign manifestos, and how the 

outcome is likely to influence the policy agenda both for healthcare issues and 

beyond. 

 

 
About APCO Worldwide  
Founded in 1984, and operating in Brussels since 1995, APCO Worldwide is an independent global communication, 

stakeholder engagement and business strategy firm with offices in more than 30 major cities throughout the world. We 

challenge conventional thinking and inspire movements to help our clients succeed in an ever-changing world. 

Stakeholders are at the core of all we do. We turn the insights that come from our deep stakeholder relationships into 

forward-looking, creative solutions that always push the boundaries. APCO clients include large multinational 

companies, trade associations, governments, NGOs and educational institutions. 

 

Learn more about APCO at http://www.apcoworldwide.com/ 
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